




PETS Act

Bill Number: S. 2548 & H.R. 3858 
Bill Sponsor(s): Sens.: Ted Stevens (R-AK), Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ), Lincoln Chafee (R-RI), and Maria Cantwell (D-WA) 
Reps.: Tom Lantos (D-CA), Christopher Shays (R-CT), Barney Frank (D-MA), Don Young (R-AK) and James Oberstar (D-MN)
10/6/06: Signed into law by President Bush.
The PETS Act requires local and state emergency preparedness authorities to include in their evacuation plans how they will accommodate household pets and service animals in case of a disaster. Local and state authorities must submit these plans in order to qualify for grants from the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

Furthermore, the PETS Act:

· Grants FEMA the authority to assist states and local communities in developing disaster plans to accommodate people with pets and service animals. 

· Authorizes federal funds to states to help pet-friendly emergency shelter facilities. 

· Allows FEMA to provide assistance for individuals with pets and service animals, and the animals themselves following a major disaster.

In addition to the trauma experienced by evacuees who are forced to abandon their animal companions and the subsequent suffering the animals endure, there are serious health and safety risks to disaster areas that are exacerbated by the abandoning of pets. Many of these problems can be mitigated or eliminated simply through the proper planning and response.

